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This gene encodes a member of the epidermal growth factor superfamily. The encoded preproprotein is p
roteolytically processed to generate the 53-amino acid epidermal growth factor peptide. This protein acts
a potent mitogenic factor that plays an important role in the growth, proliferation and differentiation of n
umerous cell types. This protein acts by binding with high affinity to the cell surface receptor, epidermal
growth factor receptor. Defects in this gene are the cause of hypomagnesemia type 4. Dysregulation of t
his gene has been associated with the growth and progression of certain cancers. Alternative splicing res
ults in multiple transcript variants, at least one of which encodes a preproprotein that is proteolytically pr
ocessed.
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