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BRER Siglecs (sialic acid binding Ig-like lectins) are I-type (Ig-type) lectins belonging to the Ig superfamily. They
are characterized by an N-terminal Ig-like V-type domain which mediates sialic acid binding, followed by v
arying numbers of Ig-like C2-type domains. Human Siglec-2, also known as B-cell antigen CD22 or Blymp
hocyte cell adhesion molecule (BL-CAM), is a B-cell restricted glycoprotein that is expressed in the cytopl
asm of progenitor B and pre-B cells and on the surface of mature B cells. Two distinct human Siglec2/CD2
2 cDNAs that arise from differential RNA processing of the same gene have been isolated. Siglec2/CD22 i
s an adhesion molecule that preferentially binds alpha 2,6- linked sialic acid on the same (cis) or adjacent
(trans) cells. Interaction of CD22 with trans ligands on opposing cells was found to be favored over the bi
nding of ligands in cis.
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